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Special Issue: "Giving an Account of Evil"
Philosophers and theologians have reflected upon the ‘problem of evil’ throughout history.
Explanations of the very term and the origins of evil and the ways evil is expressed remain
contested. This special issue of De Ethica invites scholars of moral philosophy and theological
ethics to address this complex theme both as an ethical category and in concrete contexts.
More than seven decades after World War II ended, it is impossible to ethically
address evil without engaging the shadow of the Shoah, which has radically changed the
understanding of the scope of intentionally inflicted harm and violence. Today, analyses of
evil mostly depart from theological explanations and turn to the humanities. Concrete
studies include multiple examinations of the phenomenology of violence, and the
psychology and philosophy of trauma and its ethical implications. Furthermore, they include
the examination of different faces of structural violence, the impact of colonialism on racism
and the rise of neocolonialism, the re-emergence and attractiveness of nationalist and
authoritarian views, and modern forms of slavery, organized crime and human trafficking.
We welcome contributions from philosophy, theology, and applied ethics, but also
from critical political theory, history, and related disciplines. The topic of evil can be
approached in many ways. For example:
- Evil as an ethical category
- Phenomenology of violence
- Evil and the Shoah
- Theology, metaphysics, and evil from different religious perspective (Catholic,
Protestant,
Orthodox Christianity, Judaism, Islam)
- Religion and violence
- Plural moral cultures and the question of evil
- Ethics and structural violence
- Trauma theories: psychology and philosophy
- Interpretations of current politics trends: nationalism, authoritarianism,
neofascism
- Xenophobia, islamophobia, and antisemitism in Europe and beyond
- The shadow of colonialism, slavery, and racism, and modern forms of forced
labor, human trafficking, and racism in the economic global order
- Migration, the refugee crisis, and the European Border policies
The deadline for the thematic issue is November 15, 2017. All submissions will be
subjected to rigorous blind review. Submissions should be between 4,000 and 8,000 words in
length. All submissions must be appropriately anonymized and should be accompanied by a
separate file containing an abstract of 150 to 200 words and all relevant author information.
For more information about layout, style, and the submission and review process, please see
the Instructions for Authors:

http://www.de-ethica.com/instructions_for_authors/default.asp
De Ethica is committed to a speedy and author-friendly review process; in most cases, the
editors will notify the authors of their decision within three months.
De Ethica seeks to publish scholarly works at the intersections of philosophical, theological
and applied ethics. It is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access publication hosted by Linköping
University Electronic Press. We are committed to making papers of high academic quality
accessible to a wide audience.
De Ethica is published in cooperation with Societas Ethica, the European Society for Research in
Ethics.
Please send submissions only to our assistant editor, Heidi Jokinen (submissions@deethica.com). General comments and enquiries about the journal should be directed to Marcus
Agnafors (executive.editor@de-ethica.com) or Maren Behrensen (associate.editor@deethica.com).
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